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At the recent CSJ Symposium, our Peace 
and Conflict course (POLS/IRST/PSYC) had 
the opportunity to participate in a very unique 
experience together in the session led by the 
facilitators of  LMU’s Truth, Racial Healing and 
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Connecting in the Classroom
Nessia Hausman, ‘23, Jennifer Ramos, PhD

CSJ SOCIAL JUSTICE
SCHOLARSHIP 
The Center develops its 
annual programming with a 
focus on social justice issues, 
often intersecting the power 
of the arts. The scholarship 
will be awarded to students 
whose academic and  
extracurricular activities 
focus on social justice. Help 
us reach our goal!

For more information on how 
to support the CSJ Center, 
please visit our website at
www.lmu.edu/csjcenter or 
contact Stefani Mejia, Senior 
Administrative Coordinator 
at the CSJ Center for  
Reconciliation and Justice, at
Stefani.Mejia@lmu.edu or 
310.568.6694.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Justice and Spirituality on 
Screen: Selena 
Wed, March 15 at 7pm 
(Playa Vista Campus)

Undergraduate Research 
Symposium
Social Justice in Action:  
Service and Engaged  
Learning Experiences 
Fri, March 17 – TBD  
(St. Robert’s Hall)

Hidden Heroes Recognition 
and Award Presentation 
Sun, March 26 at 2pm  
(virtual)

Justice and Spirituality on 
Screen: The Shawshank 
Redemption 
Thurs, April 20 at 7pm 
(Playa Vista Campus)

Visit our website for more information
and to register for events –
academics.lmu.edu/csjcenter/events

continued on page 2



2  CSJ NEWSLETTER SPRING 2023

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange strive to be 
courageous, compassionate, and a transforming presence 
in this world, much like the Hidden Heroes annually 
recognized by the CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice. 
This year, the CSJ Center will host a second recognition on 
Sunday, March 26 at 2pm (virtual) to honor the numerous 
heroes among us. A huge thank you to our campus and 
community partners who continue to nominate such 
incredible champions who go above and beyond to serve 
their community and heal this wounded yet beautiful world. 
You can register for the virtual celebration at www.lmu.edu/
csjcenter. Our 2023 Hidden Heroes include:

Hania Ahmar
Cofounder of the Ahmar  
Family Foundation; 
Cofounder & Vice President of 
Ahmar Investment Inc.

Jesus (Paco) Estrada
Undergraduate Student,  
Class of 2024, LMU

Transformation Center. My co-teacher 
(Dr. Maire Ford) and I leapt at the 
opportunity to learning more about story 
circles, and in the context of our course, 
exposing students to a peacebuilding 
tool they could use in their own lives. 
It was also an opportune time because 
we would be leaving in a few weeks 
on a global immersion trip. The shared 
experience of the story circle was the first 
step into developing deeper connections 
to one another, and one we won’t soon 
forget.  Our student, Nessia Hausman, 
reflects on her experience here:

“This past month I have had the 
pleasure of being included in one 
of the Truth, Racial Healing, and 
Transformation story circle sessions 

hosted by Ariane White, Ed.D., current 
ASLMU VP for Cultural Affairs and 
Justice, Jesus Estrada, and LMU Alumni, 
Elijah Blanton. Admittingly, I was rather 
skeptical going into the session. I unfairly 
assumed that the session would be solely 
related to racial politics and social justice. 
As of late, I have felt that across media 
platforms and university campuses, 
discussions of race and identity have 
flooded these spaces. There is no 
denial in the fact that these discussions 
are important and constructive, but I 
confess over time these conversations 
became overwhelming for me. What 
made this story circle session so unique 
and exceptional was its digestible and 
emotionally undemanding curriculum 

Amir Hussain
Chair and Professor of Theological 
Studies, Bellarmine College of 
Liberal Arts, LMU

Lisa Jackson 
Director of Special Events, 
University Advancement, LMU

Bradley Smith
Director of Student Addiction, 
Recovery, and Prevention, Student 
Affairs, LMU

concerning subject matters that are 
generally complex. The curriculum and 
hosts created a forum for conversations 
that were not entirely centered on 
subjects of race and identity but on 
broader diversity of experiences. I found 
this to be a profound approach that 
fostered an open and receptive space in 
which every single person in the room 
contributed and connected with their 
peers on a human level. The story circle 
session served as a powerful reminder 
that even though these discussions can 
sometimes be difficult and overwhelming, 
it is important to continue them to remind 
us of our shared human story.”

continued from page 1
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Teaching English in Bali  
with Iliana Chen

Iliana changes lives by teaching English at an after-school learning 
center in Bali, Indonesia. This is made possible in partnership with 
LMU Bali Club and the Suwandi Foundation, a non-profit dedicated to 
financially supporting various learning centers in Bali. Iliana is also a 
four-year member of the Club and the current Vice President. Come and 
learn how this experience challenges, informs and transforms Iliana as a 
teacher now and certainly for the foreseeable future.

Discovering Latinidad:  
Artistic Expressions of Latinx Identity  
with Camila Robles Ruiz

Camila takes her passion for theatre, her observation that 
Latinx persons in the U.S. often feel like outsiders, her knowledge of 
misrepresentation and discrimination of varied Latinx cultures in the 
arts - and more- and responds by creating an all-arts festival for the 
Newman Civic Fellowship. Learn through this panel about her process, 
her discoveries, and the transformative nature of her work.

Quality of Life 
with Patricio Osegueda von Waberer, Angelo Santi, and Francisco 
Moore

Patricio, Angelo and Francisco engage in a biomedical engineering 
club that provides free healthcare devices and supports the disability 
community in Los Angeles. Teams based on interest facilitate work 
directly with the team lead and client in order to engineer devices. They 
are also active in disability awareness. Engage this panel on their insights 
about the intersection of engineering and humanitarian enterprises, the 
personal impact of this work, and the benefit to their clients.

Get to Know Our 2023 Undergraduate 
Research Symposium  
Social Justice in  
Action Panelists
Mark Friday, March 17 on 
your calendars and join us for 
this informative, original, and 
creative panel. Stay posted for 
the specific time.

Joseph, Guardian  
of the Pure in Heart
Gentle Joseph, God is captivated by the
quality of your heart. Your entire being is
focused on doing his will. With Mary and Jesus,
you answer the Holy Spirit’s call to build a 
better world.

With one heart, we join you in saying :
« Here we are, Lord, your will be done!
Your kingdom come nearer to us! »

Keep the hope of a new world alive in our 
hearts. Inspire us to speak words of tenderness 
to awaken the love of hearts.

May we draw the energy for our actions from 
the source of all Love so our faces may shine 
with the freedom of the children of God.

Amen.

 From St. Joseph Oratory,  
 Mount Royal, Montréal, Canada
 Founder: St. André Bessette, CSC
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On March 14th, the CSJ Center will 
welcome Michael McNaught as the new 
Assistant Director of Operations and 
Planning. He comes with well recognized 
experience, valuable gifts and many LMU 
and regional contacts that will provide the 
Center with new challenges and outreach 
opportunities. 

On a less joyful note, we will be saying 
goodbye on May 25th to our current 
Assistant Director, Stefani Mejia, as she and 
her family continue to enjoy their new home 
in the Central Valley. While we know she 
will be greatly missed by all of us who have 
had the pleasure of working with her here at 
LMU, please join us at the Center in wishing 

her well as she begins this new stage in her 
personal and professional life.  

Another change for the Center in 
2023, is the decision to hold a Spring 
’23 celebration on top of our usual Fall 
celebration of Hidden Heroes. The added 
event will take place virtually on Sunday, 
March 26 when five more people from 
among the LMU/LLS faculty, staff, student, 
alumni and/or community partners will 
be honored as people who work to build 
bridges for justice and repair broken human 
relationships. These are people whom we 
believe reflect for us the spirit of St. Joseph, 
patron saint of the CSJ Community* and the 
CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice. 

The five people honored this Spring 
(see article in this newsletter) have made 
exceptional contributions to the University 
as well as local/global communities. In a 
time of far too many stories of inequity, 
selfishness, greed and so many forms of 
injustice, it is an honor and inspiration to 
hear stories of the challenges and successes 
of our colleagues in the service of “the dear 
neighbor.” (Quote from a founding document 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph.)   

*”CSJ” refers to “Congregation of St. 
Joseph” and is the set of initials used by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange for 
identification.

Let’s Collaborate

The CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice regularly partners with faculty, 

staff, students, alums, and community partners to support their programming 

and initiatives on campus. If you’re interested in working with us, please 

contact Stefani Mejia at Stefani.Mejia@lmu.edu.

Judith Royer, CSJ

MESSAGE FROM  
THE DIRECTOR


